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RAY EVANS 
Statement 

HON PETER KATSAMBANIS (North Metropolitan) [10.07 pm]: I would like to take this opportunity to pay 
tribute to a great Australian who passed away in the past few days. That great Australian was once a president of 
the University of Melbourne Australian Labor Party club, and for a number of years was a delegate to the 
Federated Fodder and Fuel Trades Industrial Union of Australia, which has long passed and been superseded by 
other trade unions. He became an engineer and worked for Western Mining, where he got involved in promoting 
the deregulation of Australia’s labour market and promoting the expansion and growth of the Australian 
economy. That great Australian is a gentleman by the name of Ray Evans, whom I had the pleasure of meeting 
and getting to know over my life. He was someone who was absolutely committed to this nation, he was 
committed to his Christian faith, and he was committed to making Australia a better place. Ray was instrumental 
in and was one of the founders of the HR Nicholls Society, which drove the changes to Australia’s then archaic 
industrial relations laws and brought them into the twentieth century, and eventually into the twenty-first 
century. He later went on to become one of the mainstays of the Samuel Griffith Society—an organisation 
committed to the promotion, support and general wellbeing of the Australian Constitution and our constitutional 
government in this nation. He was also one of the first people I ever met to toll the bell, so to speak, on the 
extreme of the environmental movement, and was instrumental in the foundation of the Lavoisier Group. Despite 
his obvious need to keep himself employed and provide for his family, he was never at a loss when it came to 
supporting a good cause. He was always willing to assist young people, to give them guidance and support and 
to teach them the principles of freedom and liberty. That is why tonight I want to place on record my 
appreciation for everything that the late, great Ray Evans did for the Australian nation and pay a tribute to him. 
I wish his family well and I know his legacy will live on for many years to come. 
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